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FARRER Litt.D 

WILLIAM 

1861 - 1924 

Father’s name-William Farrer Ecroyd, took Farrer name to comply with the will of great uncle. A textile 
manufacturer, retired 1896. Employed palaeographer & transcribers. Purchased J.P.Earwaker’s 
Lancashire local history collection in 1895. By 1902 his researches had marked him out as an authority. 
Discovered the Inquest of Service of 1212, relating to Lancashire & Cumberland. Greatest success – 8 
vols. Victoria County History of Lancashire. Co-editor with John Brownbill. 1906-1914 one vol. completed 
each year. Contributed to the set on Yorkshire - Domesday Book section. Given Hon. Degree from 
Manchester. Tait: paid tribute to his “remarkable powers of work” & his ability to secure “ample skilled 
assistance”. More details in “Records relating…”  
Printing was interrupted by the war and “post-war difficulties”, so work was suspended until taken up by Mr 
John Curwen. This work is the result of an accumulated mass of notes jotted down on scraps of paper at 
odd times when ever a Westmorland note came before him. 1920 moved to Whitbarrow Lodge 

 

RECORDS RELATING TO THE BARONY OF KENDALE EDITED BY 
JOHN F.CURWEN F.S.A.  Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian  
and Archaeological Society. Record Series vol.iv 

Kendal 

Titus Wilson and Co 

1 1923/1924/1926 3 

Quarto 

NOTES: 

ARTIST:                                                            NUMBER: Vol.1 -2 plates,   Vol.2 – 2 plates 

                                                                                               Vol.3 – 3 plates & 5 plans 

Vol.1 – pp.xvii, 1 – 457          Vol.2 – pp. x, 1 – 513 
Vol.3 – pp.vii,   1-  344 
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Kendal Reference Library: Local History Section. 

Dark green cloth, gilt. 

Vol.1 – 1531  Roger Belingeham knt. Held tenements in Middleton (fleet of fines)                         
1543 Licence to Richard Wasshyngton to alienate to Anthony Duckett the rent & service of 
Thomas Corney for lands in Middleton. 
1669 Middleton Hall still held by the Ducketts. (They do not appear on the Hearth Tax Return) 
 
Volume 2 -  Separate sections on the villages in the Lune Valley. 
Pp 305 - 325       Kirkby Lonsdale 
      326 - 340       Casterton 
      341 – 356      Hutton Roof 
      364 – 373       Barbon 
     374 – 397        Mansergh 
     398 – 415        Middleton    (see photostats) 
 
Volume 3.     Notes on Middleton pp.303 -304 
1634 Middleton Chapel built 
1671 Stockdale Bridge in decay and needing repair. The highways and bridges give rise to 
various complaints in the eighteenth century. 
1706  The house of John Thornbeck licensed for the use of the Quakers. 
1772 Six days labour on the highways insufficient for upkeep, assessment ordered for levy of 6d 
in the pound.  
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