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.Six plates 
Drawings of farm implements, machinery and systems of raising water levels 

YOUNG  
 

ARTHUR 

1741 - 1820 

Spent most of his life at Bradfield near Bury St Edmunds. 1793 appointed secretary to the Board of 
Agriculture, salary £400. A prolific writer, Young was one of the first to treat farming as a science and 
actively promoted the “improvements”, which were becoming widespread. His “Agricultural Surveys” 
covered 8 English counties. He was both Editor & contributor to The Annals of Agriculture. 

A SIX MONTHS TOUR THROUGH THE NORTH OF ENGLAND containing  An Account of 
the present State of Agriculture, Manufactures and Population, in Several Counties of this 
Kingdom  

LONDON 

W.STRACHAN 

1 1770 1 OF  4 

Octavo 

The first of 4 volumes describing farming methods on large estates throughout the 
North of England in the 2

nd
 half of the 18

th
 century. Descriptions are written in the form 

of a series of Letters. There are descriptions of large country houses both internal & 
external and the parkland surrounding them. Contents of great houses – furniture, 
paintings, books are described. Developing methods of husbandry are described in 
detail. This volume concerns the eastern areas, Stamford to Ferry Bridge via 
Rotherham, Beverley and Wentworh. 

Title Page,   Dedication Page,    Contents i – iv 
Preface  iii – xxv,   Main Text   1-401 containing 6 letters. 
Final 3 pages promoting further books 

Rare Books Section. Lancaster University Library. 
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6 plates.  p.103 Estate layout & equipment (levelling machine), p.256 Harrow 
& hammer, p.417 Scarifier & test plots, p.477 Farm test plots (agricultural  
experiments) 
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1741 - 1820 
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LONDON 

W.STRACHAN,  W.NICOLL London Printer 

1 1770 2 OF  4 

Letters:     I. Nature, value, rental of the soil 
II.  Size of farms, stock, products, population, methods of culture. 
III. Use, expense & profits of different sorts of manure 
IV. Breed of cattle & profits 
V. State of waste lands 
VI. Condition and number of the poor, rates earnings. 
VII. Prices of labour and provisions 
VIII. Experiments in agriculture and practice 
Letters VII & VIII are in the index of vol.I (confusing!) 
Description of the seats of the nobility & gentry etc. from Beverley to 
Raby Castle via Stainmore, Richmond, Masham, Craikhill & Danby  

Preface,  Contents – Letters VII to XV 
Text pp.1 – 501.      Appendix (p.502) 

Rare Books Section. Lancaster University Library. 
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12 plates.   Page 252 water pumping. Pp.265 & 268 canals, p.273 Quarry  
hoist, p.278 Sieve,  p.440 Cutter, p.286 map. 
Map scale 2 miles to one inch. 
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 The map is “A plan of the Duke of Bridgewater’s Navigable Canal” 
(Haulton to Manchester & Stockport) The letters contain general 
information on agriculture, husbandry, machinery & transport. 
Letter XV. Raby to Newcastle             Letter XVI Newcastle to Carlisle 
 XVII  Carlisle to Kendal                       XVIII Kendal to  Manchester 
XIX Bridgewater navigation 
XX. Dunham to Birmingham 
XXI  Birmingham 
XXII Hagley to Oxford 
XXIII Oxford 
          

Preface,  Contents,  Letters XV – XXIII 
Text pp.1 -437,  Appendix pp.438 - 440 

Rare Books Section. Lancaster University Library. 
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I plate. Opposite p.41 – farm cart 
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As with vols.1 – 3, this volume is made up of a series of letters (19)  
Which describe mainly husbandry on various large estates in northern England. 
The following are covered: 

• Cultivation of crops 

• Stock keeping 

• Comparison of methods 

• Costs of labour 

• Poor rates 

• Brief descriptions of turnpike roads 

• Descriptions of inns – reception, cleanliness, food and prices. 
This volume is more general than the 3 former volumes and contains many tables of 
comparisons 

Title page 
Contents:  pp.III to VIII 
Main text  pp.1 - 596 

Rare Books Section. Lancaster University Library. 


